Belarus in International Ratings and Domestic Statistics
Facts & Figures as of July 2012

The National Statistics Committee of Belarus reports that in the first six month of 2012 as compared to the same period of the last year Belarus recorded:

a GDP growth of 2.9 percent

industrial growth output of 8.5 percent 

growth in real disposable income of population of 3.3 percent 

The registered unemployment on July 1, 2012 was 0.6 percent of the economically active population (0.7 percent as of the end of June 2011).

During the first 5 months of 2012 the foreign trade in goods made 118.8 percent, as compared to the same period of 2011, including the growth of exports by 34.4 percent. In January-May of 2012 the balance of foreign trade reached US$ 3 043,3 million.

The UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) considers the Republic of Belarus an important producer of major agricultural produce. The newsletter “Crop Prospects and Food situation” of June 2012 reports that perspectives of winter cereals crops harvest, that forms one fourth of the gross harvest of agricultural crops, are favorable. Wheat harvest is expected at 2.3 million tons (as against 2 million tons in 2011), feed grain harvest is estimated at 6,6 million tons (5.8 million tons in 2011). The prognosis for the gross harvest is at 8.9 million tons that is 14.6 percent more than in 2011. According to the FAO estimation, the USA is the only important producer that has higher growth rates. At the same time there will be a dramatic drop of key figures in Ukraine (-16 percent) and Kazakhstan (-30 percent) and decline of crops harvesting in Russia (-1.9 percent) and the European Union (‑2.9 percent).

FAO predicts the growth of world trade in sweet butter by 3.7 percent in 2012. The shipments of Belarus to the world market are estimated at 68 thousand tons that is more than those of the USA (56 thousand) and Australia (38 thousand). FAO reports that the overall milk production of Belarus makes up 6.8 million tons that is 0.2 tons more than in 2011.

FAO makes favorable forecasts of barley harvesting in Belarus (2 million tons compared to 1.9 million in 2011), meat production (1039 thousand tons against 1008 tons) and the growth of its supplies to the world market (285 thousand tons vs. 277 tons). Furthermore, positive dynamics are expected in the sphere of pork production (420 thousand tons against 410 tons in 2011).

The United Nations Economic Commission for Europe together with UNDP, UNEP, ILO, WHO and other UN organizations issued a report "From Transition to Transformation: Sustainable and Inclusive Development in Europe and Central Asia". The document offers prospective vision of the ways for implementation of the most possible decisions of the “Rio +20” UN Conference mainly through the prism of national policies of the states.

The report contains data clearly demonstrating that Belarus adopts efficient measures in the sphere of improving energy efficiency and sustainability of energy sector. Belarus is a de facto leader of its region on the index of energy use (oil equivalent) per $ 1000 of GDP, and that of carbon dioxide emissions (kg per $ 1 of GDP)

In June 2012 the World Health Organization together with UNFPA, UNICEF and the World Bank published a report “Trends in maternal mortality 1990-2010” which examines the situation in the sphere of maternal mortality.

According to the report Belarus is among the top-10 out of 180 countries that have already reached the Millennium Development Goals target on improving maternal health and reduced maternal mortality ratio by 75 percent. Within this group Belarus is at the third place after Estonia (95 percent) and Maldives (93 percent) and leaves behind such European countries as Romania (84 percent) and Lithuania (78 percent). According to the data of the Maternal Mortality Estimation Inter-Agency Group (MMEIG), by 2010 Belarus succeeded to reduce the level of maternal mortality by 88 percent.

Belarus is also in the group of 65 Category A countries with civil registration data characterized as complete, with good attribution of cause of death.
